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SUB J : KHADDAM MEETS WITH SARKIS: AUGUST 3, 1978 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER ABDEL HALIM 
KHADDAM AND SYRIAN CHIEF OF STAFF HIKMAT AL-SHIHABI MET AT 
BAABDA PALACE AUGUST 3 WITH PRESIDENT ELIAS SARKIS. PRIME MINIS- 
TER SALIM AL HOSS, FOREIGN MINISTER FUAD BOUTROS AND ARMY 
COMMANDER VICTOR KHOURY. BOUTROS SAID THE TWO SIDES HAD DISCUSSED 
THE "STATE OF SECURITY AND THE FUTURE OF CLOSE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIS" AS WELL AS THE SITUATION IN THE SOUTH. 

2. ACCORDING TO AN NAHAR, NO DEFINITIVE AGREEMENTS WERE REACHED. 
ALTHOUGH THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT TENTATIVELY INDICATED IT FAVORED 
EXTENSION OF THE MANDATE OF THE ARAB DETERRENT FORCE (ADF) FOR 
ANOTHER SIX MONTH PERIOD, BEGINNING IN OCTOBER. (THE RIGHTIST 
PARTIES, PARTICULARLY CAMILLE CHAMOUN'S NLP, HAVE INSISTED THAT 

THE ADF LEAVE WHEN ITS CURRENT MANDATE EXPIRES.) 

3. WHILE AL AMAL SAID THAT SYRIA WANTED A "FACE-SAVING" WAY OUT 
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OF THE SITUATION IN BEIRUT, KHADDAM IN TALKING TO REPORTERS 
BEFORE LEAVING BEIRUT SOUNDED UNCOMPROMISING. HE EMPHASIZED THE 
NEED TO STRENGTHEN THE LEGITIMATE LEBANESE FORCES AND INDICATED 
THAT THIS WAS THE CENTRAL MISSION OF THE SYRIAN PRESENCE HERE. 

4. LEFTIST AS SAFIR AND PRO-SYRIAN ASH SHARQ REPORTED THAT THE 
TALKS BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES HAD FOCUSED ON THE ENTRY OF LEBANESE 
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TROOPS INTO SOUTH LEBANON. ACCORDING TO ASH SHARQ, KHADDAM 
STRESSED THE NEED FOR THE LEBANESE AUTHORITIES TO REASSERT THEM- 
SELVES IN THE SOUTH, CLOSE THE "GOOD FENCE" AND PUT A DEFINITIVE 
END TO THE CURRENT COOPERATION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND "CERTAIN LEBA- 
NESE ELEMENTS." KHADDAM ALSO POINTED OUT THAT "THE LEBANESE 
STATE CANNOT POSSIBLY CONSOLIDATE ITS AUTHORITY WHEN CERTAIN 
OFFICERS WHO ARE CONSIDERED TO BE PART OF THE OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT 
COOPERATE WITH THE ENEMY," ASH SHARQ SAID. 

5. AFTERWARDS KHADDAM TOLD THE PRESS, "WE ARE IN AGREEMENT 
THAT THE ADVANCE OF THE LEBANESE ARMY IN THE SOUTH MUST CONTINUE, 
AND THE ISRAELI CAMPAIGN BE CONFRONTED." HE DESCRIBED THE ISRAELI 
ATTITUDE AS "AGGRESSIVE AGAINST ALL OF LEBANON." (NLP LEADER 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN TOLD RIGHTIST LE REVEIL: "I HEARD THAT THE SYRIAN 
MINISTER ASKED THAT THE LEBANESE ARMY BE SENT TO SOUTH LEBANON. 

IT IS NOT UP TO MR. KHADDAM TO SAY THIS, BUT THE LEBANESE 
AUTHORITIES.) 

6. KHADDAM DESCRIBED THE TALKS AS "POSITIVE AND FRUITFUL" AND 
BOUTROS SAID VISIT "CAN BE CONSIDERED A SUCCESS." AN NAHAR SAID 
THE VISIT HAD CLEARED THE ATMOSPHERE, BUT QUOTED INFORMED 
SOURCES AS SAYING THE "MEETINGS WERE NOT FULLY CONCLUSIVE." 
L'ORIENT-LE JOUR REPORTED ON AUGUST 3 THAT HOSS AND BOUTROS WOULD 
VISIT DAMASCUS NEXT WEEK TO CONTINUE THE DISCUSSIONS. 

7. ASKED BY REPORTERS TO COMMENT ON THE VOTE BY THE U.S. HOUSE 
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OF REPRESENTATIVES TO CUT ECONOMIC AID TO SYRIA, KHADDAM REPLIED: 
"OUR STAND IN LEBANON IS NOT LINKED TO THAT OF AMERICA OR OTHER 
STATES. AT THE TIME OF THE CIVIL WAR IN LEBANON, SYRIA INTER- 
VENED AND STOPPED THE WAR DESPITE AMERICA." END UNCLASSIFIED. 

8. COMMENT: BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. THE VAGUE OPTIMISTIC STATE- 
MENTS ON THE VISIT ARE REMINISCENT OF THOSE SURROUNDING PREVIOUS 
LEBANESE-SYRIAN MEETINGS. AS BEFORE, THEY SUGGEST THAT LITTLE 
AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED ON FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES, E.G., THE 
EXPLOSIVE SECURITY SITUATION IN BEIRUT OR THE FUTURE ROLE OF THE 
ADF. MOREOVER, WHILE BOTH SIDES AGREED ON THE NEED FOR THE ARMY 
TO DEPLOY SOUTH, THEY EVIDENTLY REACHED NO FIRM ACCORD ON HOW TO 
DEAL WITH MAJOR HADDAD OR THE GOOD FENCE. AS PRO-SYRIAN BA ATH 
PARTY HEAD ASSIM QANSUH NOTED, THE TWO SIDES "EXCHANGED IDEAS" 
BUT TOOK NO FINAL DECISIONS. 

PARKER 
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